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Is winter over?  According to the almanac, winter concluded on March 20th.  
However, if you have been living in Maryland, it appears that winter still has us 
within its tight grip.  Yes, we have been teased with a few warm days here and 
there, but winter keeps raising its ugly head.  As a matter of fact, as I am writing 
this article (April 19th), the cold wind is howling and scattered snowflakes are 
blowing through the frigid sky.   
 

When the coldness of winter strikes, it yanks the very life from the land.  The 
colorful flowers wither, the strong trees lay barren, and the green grass turns 
brown.  What once possessed radiant beauty, now looks like desolate wasteland.  
The only hope for life to be breathed back into the land is for the warmth of the 
sunshine to penetrate the cold, dark surface again. 
 

When it comes to the life of a Christian, we too can become stuck in winter mode.  
Spiritually, we at times can feel as if we are living in a constant state of darkness.  
There’s no joy, there’s no beauty, and there’s no hope.  Yes, we long for 
sunshine, but it feels as if it will never break through.  When will this spiritual 
winter end? 
 

If it feels that you are stuck in a spiritual winter land, let me share with you some 
practical ways to bring a ray of Sonshine in your life. 
 

• Remember, there is a season for everything.  This is true for nature and 
also true for spiritual seasons.  (Ecclesiastes 3:1 – There is a time for 
everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens:). 

 

• Remember, darkness cannot extinguish the light.  Jesus is the light bear 
that brings a ray of Sonshine to spiritual darkness.  (1 John 1:5 – This is the 
message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him 
there is no darkness at all.). 

 

• Remember, joy comes in the morning.  No matter what spiritual darkness 
you may find yourself in, God will put an end to your darkness and will light 
your world with joy.  (Psalm 30:5b – … weeping may stay for the night, but 
rejoicing comes in the morning.). 

 

• Remember, the radiant light of heaven will warm your spirit.  God loves 
you so much that He will open the windows of heaven to shine His light 
upon you.  (Luke 1:78-79a – Because of the tender mercy of our God, by 
which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in 
darkness …). 

 

Never forget, when you are experiencing a spiritual dark winter, there is always a 
Light and that Light is Jesus.  And remember this about your spiritual darkness; 
your darkness can never, ever extinguish the Light.  Praise the Lord because 
winter is coming to an end! 

By Pastor Dennis Felder 



 

 

It is time for VBS.  This year’s date for VBS will be 
June 27th through July 1st.  Each day will start at 
10:30 a.m. and will conclude at 12 noon. 
 

The theme for this year’s VBS is entitled “On the 
Farm”.  The theme of On the Farm is about 
growing with God, based on the fruits of the Spirit 
from Galatians 5.  Each day of On the Farm will 
explore a Bible story that highlights or demonstrates 
one of the fruits of the Spirit.  On the Farm uses a 
family farm theme to help children see the natural 
way in which God helps them grow.  Just as farm 
hands work together to help plants and animals 
grow, children can be active partners with God in 
nurturing growth in themselves and others. 
 

Then during our 11 a.m. worship service on July 3rd, 
the children will share with the church their Bible 
stories, their songs, their Bible verses, and their 
crafts. 
 

(If anyone would like to help with VBS, please let 
the Pastor know.) 

By Pastor Dennis Felder 

To keep our VBS theme going (On the Farm), the  
church will host a picnic at the end of the worship 
service on July 3rd.  The picnic will have pulled pork 
and pulled chicken sandwiches, coleslaw, baked 
beans, chips, and drinks. 
 
If you would like to help with preparation and/or 
setup, please let the Pastor know. 

By Pastor Dennis Felder 

Are you ready for some racing?  On Saturday, May 
21, 2022, USBC will be at the Hagerstown 
Speedway at 7 p.m. to watch an exciting night of car 
racing.  The cost is $15 per adult, $12 per student, 
and children 12 and under are free. 
 

Food is available for purchase at the concession 
stand.  However, you are permitted to bring in a 
small cooler (approx. 14 inches or smaller) with 
drinks and refreshments (no glass bottles permitted).  
In addition, you may want to bring a seat cushion 
for better seating comfort. 
 

If you are planning to attend, please use the sign-up 
sheet located on the magnetic board in the church’s 
foyer.  Also, there may be an opportunity where we 
can car pool together. 
 

Below is the website for Hagerstown Speedway if 
you would like to know more about the race track. 
https://hagerstownspeedway.com/ 

USBC would like to 
invite our church family 
to a special Sunday 
Brunch Buffet at the 
Dutch’s Daughter 
Restaurant in Frederick, 
Maryland.  The date is 

May 1st and we will travel to the Dutch’s Daughter 
immediately following Sunday’s worship.  We will 
need to arrive at the restaurant no later than 1 p.m. 
 

The price per person is as follows: (Adult: $38.95, 
Child (6-10) $24.95, Child (5 and under) $5).  This 
price will include the all-you-can-eat buffet, drink, 
and dessert.  The tip is not included in the price. 

 

https://hagerstownspeedway.com/


 

 

Easter is an exciting time in the life of the church and USBC certainly celebrated our resurrected Lord during 
this special time of year.  Below are some highlights of our Easter activities. 
 

• Against All Odds – Against All Odds was a sermon series that started on March 13th and concluded on 
Easter Sunday (April 17th).  For Each Sunday, during these six weeks, the messages focused on prophecies 
of the Old Testament and how it pointed to a Suffering Messiah.  Jesus was that slain lamb that fulfilled the 
prophecies.  These services are available for your viewing on the church’s website. 

 

• Good Friday Service – Our Good Friday Service took place on April 15th.  During our time together, we 
reflected upon the great sacrifice that Jesus paid for us on the cross.  The special service was filled with 
songs, scripture, videos, and communion.  This service is available for your viewing on the church’s 
website. 

 

• Easter Communion – On Easter Sunday, a room was dedicated for anyone to participate in Easter 
Communion in a private and reflective manner. 

 

• Easter Egg Hunt – On April 10th, our children gathered outdoors as they made their way across the lawn 
to find Easter Eggs filled with prizes. 
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Weather  Policy 
 

If the church cancels or postpones any service 
or activity due to inclement weather or wintery 
conditions, a cancelation notice will appear on 
the church’s Facebook page, church’s website, 
through church email, and on the church’s voice 
recorder.  To access the church’s voice 
recorder, please dial (301) 972-3686.  The 
church will only post a cancelation message if a 
service or activity is canceled or postponed. 
 

Also, if you have something to be included in 
the newsletter, an announcement, an article, a 
birthday, we are always looking for information 
and new ideas! 
 

Church Office: 301-972-3686  

E-mail: Church@USBChurch.org  

Web Site: www.USBChurch.org  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/usbchurch/  

God’s Plan Of Salvation 

Trust Jesus Christ today! Here's what you must do: 

  

1. Admit you are a sinner.  

 

"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God;" (Romans 3:23)  
 

2. Be willing to turn from sin (repent).  

 

Jesus said: "I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye 
shall all likewise perish." (Luke 13:5)  
 

3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you, was buried, 

and rose from the dead.  

 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life." (John 3:16)  
 

4. Through prayer, invite Jesus into your life to become 

your personal Savior.  

 

"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved." (Romans 10:13)  
 

What to pray: 

 

Dear God, I am a sinner and need forgiveness. I believe that 

Jesus Christ shed His precious blood and died for my sin. I am 

willing to turn from sin. I now invite Christ to come into my 

heart and life as my personal Savior.  

Next Newsletter Deadline 

May 22, 2022 



 

 

By Pastor Dennis Felder 

Starting on May 1st, the church will be starting a new sermon series entitled, “Rooted”.  Rooted is a 4-week 
sermon series that will lead our church through the planting, growing, pruning, and harvesting that needs to 
take place in the Christian life. 
 

May 1st 
  Sermon Title: “Plant” 
 Scripture:  Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 Synopsis:  The seed of the gospel is available to all. It is sown generously no matter the heart 

condition of the individual. Its ability to take root and grow when planted is dependent on the 
condition of the “soil” of one’s heart. 

 

May 15th 
  Sermon Title: “Grow” 
  Scripture:  1 Corinthians 3:5-9 

Synopsis:  The growth of a Christian is complex and involves many change agents like God’s 
Word, fellowship with other believers, personal prayer and worship. These things are all very 
important, but they only serve to set up fertile soil in a Christian’s heart. 

 

May 22nd 
  Sermon Title: “Prune” 
  Scripture:  John 15:1-5 
 Synopsis:  A natural part of an organic relationship with God is the process of pruning. Just as 

a plant is healthier after pruning and has revitalized growth, so a Christian experiences growth 
when unhealthy areas of their lives are trimmed or thinned. 

 

May 29th 
  Sermon Title: “Harvest” 
  Scripture:  Matthew 9:35-38 
 Synopsis:  God, the master gardener, whose ultimate goal is to produce a great harvest in  and 

through each and every person. There is a harvest of spiritual fruit that can be developed in the 
life of the believer. 

 

As part of the sermon series, “Rooted”, you will receive your very own potted plant (seed, 
soil, and pot) to take home following the worship service.  To help reinforce the teachings 
that will be shared during the 4-week sermon series, you will be tending to your plant at 
home.  Let this plant be a daily reminder in what it takes to be rooted and to grow in 
Christ. 
 

Also, you are encouraged to report back in how your plant is growing by sending updated 
pictures of your plant.  You can email your pictures to pastordennis@usbchurch.org or text 
your pictures to the Pastor. 

mailto:pastordennis@usbchurch.org


 

 

By Pastor Dennis Felder 

Don’t forget to mark your calendar for May 29th for 
our next Church Chat.  As usual, immediately 
following our Sunday morning worship service, we 
will gather in the church foyer/coffee shop for a 10-
minute informal meeting.  During this 10-minute 
time period, I will be sharing with everyone about 
upcoming events, areas where the church needs 
help, and receiving vital input from our church 
family.  Church Chat is a great way of keeping 
everyone informed about all the activities and 
church events that will be taking place. 

Mother’s Day is just around the corner.  To help 
celebrate our mothers and the women who have had 
a special influence in our lives, USBC will have a 
special Mother’s Day Service.  During the 11 a.m. 
service, the children will be giving beautiful 
flowers to all the women in attendance.  It is our 
way to express our appreciation for your love and 
dedication. 

On Sunday, June 5th, our Dive Deeper Bible Study 
topic will be “The Holy Spirit”.  The Holy Spirit is 
part of the Godhead, but is often misunderstood.  
There are a lot of preconceived ideas about what 
and who the Holy Spirit is or is not.  Our study is 
designed to help clear up any misconceptions that 
we may have about the Holy Spirit and learn to 
appreciate who He is and how He works in our 
lives. 
 

So, join us Sunday, June 5th immediately following 
our worship service for this informative Bible study 
and for lunch. 

MAY 5th 



 

 

My mom, I love her 
And that’s why I pray 
Not just today on this Mother’s Day 
 

But with each remembrance 
Of the love she’s expressed 
My thankfulness to the Lord I’ve professed 
 

For my life began 
In a warm and safe place 
Then grew more secure in Mom’s  
tender embrace 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When I was little 
She taught me to crawl 
Then to walk and run, and get up when I fall 
 

Nurtured and cared for 
She raised me to stand 
Lifted, supported, by her loving hand 
 

She believed in me 
Inspired me to dream 
Nothing was impossible for me, it seemed 
 

It was her example 
That pointed the way 
To the life in Christ I know today 
 

My mom, I love her 
On this Mother’s Day 
She's the reason I’m taking this moment to pray 
 

My mom, I love her 
Let her know, dear Lord 
Please bless her with the most abundant reward 

MOTHER’S DAY PRAYER 
By Mary Fairchild 



 

 

The Forever Young 
Luncheon will take place 
on Tuesday, May 10th at 
12:30 p.m.  We will be 
meeting at the Golden 

Corral in Frederick, MD.  Remember, anyone is 
welcome. 

Every month, USBC will share with you how you 
can connect in the church.  It is called, In the 
Know! 
 

Facebook Live – You can watch our 11 a.m. 
Sunday morning Worship Service live on Facebook 
(Go to the church’s website (http://
www.usbchurch.org/) and click on the Facebook 
icon or do a Google search for the church’s 
Facebook page.). 
 

Children’s Church – USBC has Children’s 
Church during our Sunday morning worship 
service. 
 

Sunday School – Every Sunday morning at 9:45 
a.m. 
 

After the Sermon Bible Study – Every Tuesday 
evening from 6-7 p.m., the church has a Zoom/
Phone Bible Study called After the Sermon.  
Please contact the church for information on how to 
join. 
 

Phone-In Prayer Meeting – Every Wednesday 
evening from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday Night Women’s Bible Study – Every 
Thursday night from 6:30-9 p.m., the women 
gather at the church for their weekly Bible Study 
and prayer time. You can join either in person or by 
phone.  Please contact the church for information 
on how to join. 
 

Sunday Morning Worship Videos – If you are 
not able to attend Sunday morning worship in 
person or to watch the services live on Facebook, 
you can still watch all the Sunday morning worship 
services through the church’s website (http://
www.usbchurch.org/Sermons). 
 

Financial Giving – You can still give your tithe to 
the church by mailing it in or through the church’s 
secure, online giving option (http://
www.usbchurch.org/Online%20Giving). 

Each Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m., USBC is 
hosting a Phone-In Prayer Meeting.  Below are the 
steps to connect to Upper Seneca Baptist Church’s 
Phone-In Prayer Meeting.  You can use either your 
landline phone or your cell phone. 
 

Step 1 - Connecting 
Dial the following phone number:  1-480-660-5347 

(Your landline phone service provider may 

charge long distance charges) 
Enter your Conference Code:  671838 
 

If you are not able to connect, wait for a minute and 

try again.  If, after multiple attempts, you are not 
able to connect, please text Pastor Dennis at (843) 
957-5140 to inform him of your issue.  If you dial in 
before the start time, you will hear music.  Once the 

host signs in, you will be connected.  Once connect-
ed, please speak your name so that everyone will 
know who is on the call. 

http://www.usbchurch.org/
http://www.usbchurch.org/
http://www.usbchurch.org/Sermons
http://www.usbchurch.org/Sermons
http://www.usbchurch.org/Online%20Giving
http://www.usbchurch.org/Online%20Giving

